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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
06/05/2003 Declaration of James T. Walter itself is sufficient to overcome the art 
rejection over Okita and sufficient to place the instant claims in condition for allowance. 
The declaration has successfully demonstrated that the structure of the present 
inventionfan only be achieved by modifying the laser to produce a very wide beam of 
relatively low and gradient power across the beam area (page 2, and exhibits 1-5). The 
declaration also shows that the ePTFE was treated both with an unfocused laser in 
accordance with the present invention and with a focused laser at different power 
settings in accordance with Example 3 of Okita. The focused laser at normal power 
settings cut through the ePTFE material whereas the unfocused laser created a series 
of finely grooved partial perforations in the surface of the material. Likewise, it is clearly 
apparent that the unique surface structure claimed in the present invention is achieved 
through such a modified process (i.e. by modifying conventional laser equipment to 
intentionally unfocus a laser beam). The declaration clearly establishes that such 
recited structures would not be achieved by the Okita reference. The structure claimed 
in the present invention is thus non-obvious over the Okita reference. The application 
should be in condition for allowance in view of the declaration of James T. Walter filed 
on 06/05/2003. There is no need for Applicants to file a supplemental declaration on 
01/23/04 to overcome the art rejections over Okita and place the instant claims in 
condition for allowance. The examiner wishes to apologize for any confusion that may 
have been caused. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Vo whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-1485. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M.T.Th, F, 7:00-4:30 and on alternating 
Wednesdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on (571 ) 272-1478. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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